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Abstract: The administrative system of rodent-hole coal mining in Meghalaya state has a 

helpless history in manageability and ergonomic setting. This mining practice is otherwise called 

standard and high-quality mining. It completed in rich stores of coal on the southern piece of 

Shillong level comprising of Khasi Hills, Garo Hills and Jaintia Hills in Meghalaya territory of 

India. The state invested with has a rich base of coal; however, the industrialization and the 

helpless foundation prefixes as a deterrent to the manageable turn of events. It can affect the 

neighborhoods economy just as satellite economies created around the mining area however have 

damaged the tasteful excellence and scene of Meghalaya. It likewise brought about abuse of 

shared assets in light of a legitimate concern for the state's economy in any event, following 

informal strategies and ergonomic standards. The rodent -hole opening coal mining began as a 

resource job on private property right model in the ancestral ruled territory of Meghalaya 

however changed ultimately into an undeniable industry with little respect to feasible mining 

rehearses. 

Keywords:Rodent-Hole Mining, Sustainable Mine Closure, Mining Law, Coal Policy, India 

&Meghalaya. 

 

I.Introduction 

 

The rodent-hole coal mining practice is standard and high-quality mining. It is on the southern 

piece of Shillong level comprising of Khasi Hills, Garo Hills and Jaintia Hills in Meghalaya 

province of India. The state supplied with a rich base of coal, yet the industrialisation and the 

helpless foundation prefixes hinder the feasible turn of events. The mining and quarrying have 

gotten economic development and improvement in the ancestral district, yet it came about in 

ecological debasement, biodiversity misfortune, perilous work culture, and mine catastrophe. 

The rodent -hole opening coal mining began as a means business on private property right model 

in the ancestral ruled province of Meghalaya however changed in the long run into an undeniable 

industry with little respect to economic mining rehearses (Ghose et al., 2007).It brought about 

abuse of characteristic assets in light of a legitimate concern for the state's economy in any event, 

following informal techniques and ergonomic standards. The mining has brought the water 

assets, surrounding air quality, soil debasement, and horticultural grounds ruins (Pasupulla et al., 

2021). The informal rodent -hole opening coal mining socially affects the pulverisation of woods 

cover and biodiversity of Meghalaya (Nomani et al., 2019). Considering those mentioned earlier, 

the Supreme Court and National Green Tribunal came vigorously against mine engineers and 

eventually requested for prohibiting just as the conclusion of mines (Sarma et al.,2010). 
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Meghalaya is an exemplary instance of disruption of the sacred order of Article 48-An and 51-A 

(g) of the Constitution of India,1950, which attempts to secure and improve the climate, forest, 

wildlife, and lakes and waterways of the country (Nomani, 2000). The legitimate ramifications of 

public mining laws and their application most outstandingly Mines and Minerals (Development 

and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2015 and Coal Mines (Nationalization) Act, 1973 in 

Meghalaya is a fascinating talk. It entails an understanding concerning how ancestral self-

sufficiency turns into a sanction of ecological maladministration. The Autonomous District 

Councils (ADCs) of Khasi Hills District, Jaintia Hills District, and the Garo Hills District in 

Meghalaya have forces to make its laws viable with ancestral motivations, culture, and ethos 

Article 244, 275(1) and Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India, 1950 (McDuie-Ra et al., 

2016). The sensible outcomes regarding the extraction of minerals follow that the fundamental 

structure of Indian mining laws is not relevant in Meghalaya. The paper examines the polarity of 

the state's sacred status and public mining laws in encouraging change in Meghalaya. It examines 

the mining laws and policies in an ergonomic mining rehearses in Meghalaya state of India. 

 

II.Mineral Resources in Meghalaya 

 

Meghalaya is one of the eight north-eastern provinces of India, which has rich stores of coal 

assessed to be 576.48 million tonnes. Situated on the southern edge of Shillong level and 

appropriated in Khasi Hills, Garo Hills and Jaintia Hills, it systematized crude mining strategy 

ordinarily known as distinctive and rodent -hole opening mining (Majaw,2014). This work 

escalated type of mining, including burrowing tiny rodent -hole opening estimated burrows, 

typically three to four feet high. The labourers enter into the rodent-hole opening in hazardous 

conditions for the extraction of coal for their business. The Geological Survey of India has 

announced that the quantum of coal hold in Meghalaya as of 01-04-2018 is 576.48 million tones. 

[Figure-1] 

Figure-1: Geological Model & Coal Reserve in Meghalaya 

 

 
 

 

The ecological and social effect concentrates on the coal mining of Jaintia Hills, which 

implanted in sedimentary rocks, sandstones, and the shale of the Eocene age. The primary 

attributes of the coal found in Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills District by compound investigation 
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demonstrate dampness content between 0.4% to 9.2%, debris content between 1.3% to 24.7%, 

and sulfur content between 2.7% to 5.0%. The state has created a tremendous amount of coal 

from 1995 to 2018 (Vakkayil et al., 2015). The range of 23 years is portrayed below in Chart-1. 

 

 

 

 

Source:Coal Directory of India 2017-18: Annexure-1; Government Of India, ministry Of Coal, 

Coal Controller's Organization, Kolkata; Pp. 217-218, 2019. 
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attributes of the coal found in Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills District by compound investigation 

demonstrate dampness content between 0.4% to 9.2%, debris content between 1.3% to 24.7%, 
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2. 
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III.Mining Laws & Policies in India 

 

The essential laws overseeing the mines incorporate Indian Mines Act, 1952, The Mines and 

Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, Mineral Concession Rule, 1960, Mineral 

Conservation and Development Rules, 1988. The Mines Rules Act, 1952, administers the 

wellbeing and security of the specialists. It enhanced by the uncommon laws overseeing coal 

mining regarding environmental and financial measurements (Nomani et al., 2021a). These 

incorporate Coal Bearing Areas (Acquisition and Development) Act, 1957; Coal Mines 

(Conservation and Development) Act, 1974; Coal Mines (Conservation and Development) 

Rules, 1975; Colliery Control Rules, 2004; Auction by Competitive Bidding of Coal Mines 

Rules, 2012 Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015; Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Rules, 

2014. The lawful statute tuned with the National Mineral Policy, 1993 and National Mineral 

Policy, 2008, which give catalyst to a coordinated methodology of advancement, comprehensive 

security of woods, climate and manageability and intergenerational value of the country(Nomani 

et al., 2021).Other than these guidelines, there are ecological, ergonomic and standard practices 

having an immediate and accidental bearing on the mineral improvement, most prominently 

Indigenous and Tribal Population Convention, 1957, Safety and Health in Mines Convention, 

1995. Consequently, the ADC of Khasi Hills District, Jaintia Hills District and the Garo Hills 

District have forces to make laws concerning the extraction of minerals and put the whole system 

of Indian mining laws pertinent in India suppression or, best case scenario, on hold (Vakkayil, 

2020). 

 

IV.Legal Status of Mining in Meghalaya 

 

It is essential to comprehend the sacred establishment of state-making under the legitimate status 

of mining in Meghalaya. The Assam Reorganization (Meghalaya) Act, 1969 concurred a self-

ruling status to the province of Meghalaya, which happened on 2 April 1970. Later on, the Indian 

Parliament passed the North-Eastern Areas (Reorganization) Act, 1971, which presented full 

statehood to Meghalaya. The self-governing province of Meghalaya came into presence with a 

37-part lawmaking body as per the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India, 1950 on 21 

January 1972. Meghalaya is the solitary state in India where coal mining is done secretly under 

Article 244(2), 275(1) and Sixth Schedule of Constitution of India, 1950, having the selective 

right to private property to the local area and organization of Scheduled and Tribal Areas' of 

Meghalaya (Nomani,2019). The Coal Mines (Nationalization) Act, 1973 nationalized all coal 

mineshafts to the Union Government however absolved Meghalaya because of special status and 

struggle with the standard act of state mining. Unavoidably the ADCs of Khasi Hills District, 

Jaintia Hills District and the Garo Hills District are independent and have unfettered forces to 

make laws concerning mines and minerals, including rodent-hole opening coal mining (Baruah, 

2003). The State Government alone can allow permit or rent for the prospecting and extraction of 

minerals. 
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Figure-2: Whither Ergonomic Implementation of Rodent-hole Coal Mining in Meghalaya  

 

 
 

 

The eminences gathering every year from such permit or rent will be settled upon by the 

Government and the District Court of such ADCs. Any question emerging out of such a portion 

of eminences will be dictated by the State's Governor and will be conclusive. The Mines and 

Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2015 have arrangements for the 

portion of Coal mines through barters. However, this is not pertinent to Meghalaya state. The 

Meghalaya Mines and Mineral Policy (MMMP), 2012 has kept up quite over logical and 

manageable extraction of minor and significant minerals and proposing a climate well disposed 

administrative system of rodent-hole opening mining. Along these lines, the legitimate 

arrangement for mining vigorously favours standard, distinctive and rodent-hole opening mining 

in the organized interest of native economy and conventional ancestral society (Ministry of 

Mines, 2008). 

 

V.Rodent-hole Coal Mining In Meghalaya 

 

Meghalaya was an agrarian culture and genuinely merged regarding means of business. Taking 

into account rich coal hold, it exchanged over step by step from agro-based to mine based market 

economy. The vast majority of the mining exercises are limited scale adventures constrained by 

people and ancestral who own their private land in three ADCs which incorporate Khasi, Jaintia 

and Garo Hills Districts (Nomani et al., 2020a).The extraction of coal in the Meghalaya Plateau 

geologically is primarily done using a simple mining technique by making opening along the 

slope's edge generally known as 'rodent -hole opening' mining (Mining&Geology 

Department,2012). The technique for rodent -hole opening mining includes burrowing pits going 

from five to 100 m2 into the ground to arrive at the goal crease. From there on, burrows are 

made into the crease sideways to remove the coal. The coal creases are reached by exhuming the 

side edge of the slope inclines, and afterwards, coal separated through a level passage (Ministry 

of Mines, 2009). 

 

Figure-3: Hazardous Pursuits of Rodent-hole Coal Mining in Meghalaya  
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The mining industry thrived in leaps and bounds as evident from the decennial coal production 

record given in the Diagram -I below. The rodent-hole opening mining is informal and 

ecologically insult for labourers and individuals around there. It is strenuous work serious type of 

mining and labourers enter to extricate coal in blatant infringement of ergonomic standards.  

 

Table-I: Coal Production Jaintia Garo & Khasi Hills in Meghalaya during 2008-2018 
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Source:Coal Directory of India 2017-18: Annexure-1; Government Of India, ministry Of Coal, 

Coal Controller's Organization, Kolkata; Pp. 217-218, 2019. 

 

The natural effects of mining activities bring about the vast scope denudation of timberland 

cover, shortage of water, contamination of air, water and soil and corruption of rural grounds 

(Salahuddin et al.,2021). The obvious ramifications of coal mining emerge from collapsing of the 

ground and subsidence of land, and random unloading coal. The O.P.Singh Report, 2012 verified 

the effect of mining on the water nature of the locale. The water is seriously influenced by 

corrosive mine seepage starting from mines and crown jewels, filtering hefty metals, natural 

improvement and silting by coal and sand particles. The side of the road unloading and coal 

transportation of coal is a significant wellspring of air, water, soil contamination and natural 

corruption of the nearby ancestral's private grounds of West Garo Hills, East Khasi Hills, West 

Khasi Hills and Jaintia Hills areas of Meghalaya (Singh, 2012). 

 

VI. Judicial Intervention on Rodent-hole Mining 

 

Under this foundation, the All Dimasa Students Union and the Dima Hazao District Committee 

looked for mediations of Supreme Court and NGT in regards to the ecological effects of rodent -

hole opening mining in the Jaintia slopes. The bone of disputes turns out to be the informal and 

unregulated rodent -hole opening coal mining. An introductory examination of the relative 

multitude of cases is past the domain of the current paper. We do the trick here to evaluate the 

prohibition of rodent -hole opening mining in the Meghalaya and its administrative result in 

mining law and strategy change. The solicitors looked for mediations of NGT based on the 

O.P.Singh Committee Report and EIA Studies of the North Eastern Hills University of Shillong. 

A milestone break request passed by Justice P. Jyothimani and Justice M.S. Nambiar put an 

interval restriction on rodent-hole opening coal mining. The seat gave heading to representative 

chiefs of ADCs to seal all coal pits before permitting extricated coal. The eminence recuperated 

from the removed coal would be conveyed between the self-ruling locale chamber and the 

Meghalaya government. This sum will be utilized for the ecological assurance of the area. 

Meanwhile, the NGT declared coal as a natural asset in Bio-Diversity Management Committee 

v. Western Coalfields Ltd. [Original Application No. 28/2013, 6 October 2015] with the end goal 

of reasonable and fair sharing of advantages (FEBS) under Sections 2(c) and 2(g) of Biological 

Diversity Act, 2002 individually (Nomani et al., 2020b).Notwithstanding, it is for the most part 

that the Indian Courts have missed the mark concerning the understanding of organic assets 

regarding FEBS with the native networks. The NGT's uncommon circuit seat, Eastern zone, 

containing Justice (retd) Swatanter Kumar and Ranjan Chatterjee, while hearing the supplication 

by the Meghalaya government for lifting the boycott request, would not repudiate its interval 

request forbidding illicit, unregulated and unpredictable rodent -hole opening mining in 

Meghalaya. The lone help conceded was to permit transportation of coal previously removed and 

unloaded around Kopli waterway. The unpredictable putting away of coal in the aftermath of the 

boycott has led to extreme fermentation of water stream prompting forswearing of ancestral's 

essential liberty to climate(Kharumnuid et al.,2014). 
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VII. Conclusion  

 

There is no uncertainty that the prohibition on rodent-hole opening mining caused financial 

difficulty, joblessness and ascends in wrongdoing yet annihilation of informal and illicit mining 

was of most extreme need around there. The state adopted a slew of mining laws and approaches 

under judicial interventions (MMDC Ltd., 2017). Under this acknowledgement, the Meghalaya 

Government set out on Mines and Minerals Policy, 2012 has a friendly way to deal with 

insurance of climate, land, wellbeing and security of individuals while permitting deliberate, 

logical and arranged use of mineral assets. The Policy was aware of ideal usage of mineral 

assets, age of income, and upgrade of work openings. Simultaneously it zeroed in on natural 

preservation, eco-accommodating development and supportable advancement of mineral assets 

in its nearsighted insight (Telegraph, 2019). The Meghalaya Mineral Development Corporation 

Limited selected a digging advisor for ergonomically mining in the state. The team with the 

Director-General of Mines and Safety, Dhanbad, the Government of India, is the administrative 

office under the Ministry of Labor and Employment concerning word-related security, 

wellbeing, and government assistance of people utilized in coal mineshafts. The adherence to 

Supreme Court's ruling changed mining laws. The freedom for mining lease from the Meghalaya 

State Pollution Control Board changed the state swinging into activity as far as administrative 

consistency coal mining laws while perceiving the excavators' entitlement to personal 

responsibility for land and mineral assets. The administrative structure of standard distinctive 

and rodent -hole opening coal mining is on pains of progress. It is ready to maintainable mining 

in line with its unique protected status and characteristic and social variety of Meghalaya on 

occasions to come. 
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